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By Mary Ann West

Unwrapping the gift of charismatic covenant
community... Sometimes the packaging is so beautiful, so
unusual, I may be tempted to think that is the gift! Or I
mistake the true gift because I haven’t taken the time to really
explore a new facet of this gift yet! This was brought home to
me a couple of Christmas mornings ago. Receiving a
beautifully wrapped package from a daughter and son-in-law,
I slowly tore off the wrapping paper, opened the tightly
lidded, small box, and peered in. The item was so snuggled in
its packaging, that I couldn’t remove it easily. Without
removing the contents and only looking at the gift from the
top. I exclaimed, “Oh! A hockey puck! How unique!” I
assumed it was a prank gift. They know I like sports; so a
hockey puck, right?! “Mom, take your time, and take it out of
the box”, my son-in-law
encouraged. It did take some
time to extract the item from its
surroundings, but when I did, I
could see it was in the shape of a
hockey puck, but much taller. I
quizzically looked up, my sonin-law filling in words to the
question that was written over my face. “You don’t know what
it is?” he asked. “Not the slightest”, was my reply. It was an
Alexa device. He explained what it could do, how it worked,
the advantages for its use, and that now I could listen to my
worship music without having to hit repeat, fast forward, or
rewind on my CD player. All explanation was geared to the
consummate electronic device inhibited person. Reluctant as I
was to try it, I do find it a useful tool during my prayer time.
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And during that prayer time, I sometimes
reflect on the connection between the morning Alexa
entered my life as a gift and the gift of community.
Sometimes, I don’t experience community life with
my brothers and sisters as I could because I haven’t
fully explored this life, I just haven’t unwrapped the
gift fully yet. Sometimes it takes a while to unpack
what is worthwhile. Sometimes I just assume it is
something that it is not. Sometimes community life is
full of the unexpected. Sometimes, if I welcome the
unexpected, community life takes on a fuller meaning.
Sometimes my children have a lot to teach me.
Sometimes they gently call me forward. And
sometimes, as I think about that Christmas morning
and the gift exchanges, I recollect that when I entered
into covenant with my brothers and sisters in New
Creation Community, I became a gift to them and they
a gift to me. And we are unwrapping together this gift
of charismatic covenant community with each other.
This issue of New Wine, New Wineskins is all
about unwrapping the gift of community. Each
community unwraps this gift in a unique way. While
there is no one “right” way to live our call to
community life, there are always ways in which we
can learn and be encouraged by each other. And as
Peter Poppleton encourages us, let us share our own
stories of charismatic, covenant community life. Let
us share our gift of community with others who may
be hungering for this something “more”.
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From the Desk of the NAN Moderator

By Peter Poppleton, NAN Moderator

Covenant Community - The Gift of to be Given
This issue of New Wine and New
Wineskins is about unwrapping the gift
of Covenant Community. It is truly a
gift of gratitude we offer to the Lord
for all He has done to raise up our
communities. I cannot imagine the life
of the Poppletons without the lives of
our brothers and sisters in our
community, City of the Lord. Yes,
there was and is a cost to our life in community, but unlike
the cost of a secular culture, we live in an eternal
perspective and an eternal reward. The brief comments I
make below are not about our unwrapping the gift of
covenant community but a longing for others beyond us to
receive and unwrap this gift.
Years ago, I was asked to speak at a City of the
Lord (COTL) women’s retreat at a Benedictine Abbey in
Oceanside, California. I will never forget standing in line
for lunch and having a brief conversation with some guests
at the Abbey who were not part of the COTL retreat. They
asked me, “Do you know these people? We are struck by
what seems like a real depth of relationship among them.
The level of their natural conversation is incredible.” So,
we shared a bit about the call these women have from the
Lord to live a covenant community life with each other.
The guests were impacted by what they saw, not only in
their minds, but in their hearts.
The guests were looking at the external
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giftwrapping of covenant community. What they saw truly
amazed them. As we continue to increase our understanding
of the depth of our life together, we also need to be aware
that there are others looking for a lived experience of the
New Testament, of the Gospel. And while we will always be
ready to outwardly proclaim the Gospel, we also need to be
ready to proclaim the Gospel through the witness of our life.
Pope Paul VI stated in Proclaiming the Gospel #21:
“Take a Christian or a handful of Christians who, in
the midst of their own community, show their
capacity for understanding and acceptance, their
sharing of life and destiny with other people, their
solidarity with the efforts of all for whatever is noble
and good…. Through this wordless witness these
Christians stir up irresistible questions in the hearts
of those who see how they live: Why are they like
this? Why do they live in this way? What or who is it
that inspires them? Why are they in our midst?”
As we spend time in gratitude “unwrapping” the gift
of Covenant Community, let us continue to be aware that
there are those in our midst who may long for this same gift
of community. To borrow a bit from the end of the quote
from Pope Paul VI, I asked myself about our life in covenant
community: Why are we like this? Why do we live in this
way? What or who is it that inspires us? What life do we
live that others may see? Perhaps it is the Lord, Himself,
asking us to unwrap the gift of Covenant Community so He
may, through us, unwrap it for others.
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Unwrapping the Gift of the Lord’s Day
By Sharon Poppleton, City of the Lord
If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, from
doing your own pleasure on My Holy day, if
you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord’s
holy day honorable, if you honor it, then you
shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make
you ride upon the heights of the earth.
Therefore, a Sabbath rest still remains for the
people of God. And whoever enters God’s rest
also ceases from his labors as God did from
His. Let us therefore strive to enter that rest.
(Is. 58:13-14; Heb. 4:9-11)
Brothers and sisters, let us welcome the Lord’s
Day! Today we set aside the cares of this past
week so that we may honor the Lord and
celebrate His Resurrection. Today, we cease
from our work in order to worship God and
remember the eternal life to which He has
called us. (City of the Lord Lord’s Day
Service)
Ahhh….the GIFT of the Lord’s Day. The day
that is holy. The day that we are called as a people to
instill in our culture and families an attitude of joyful
anticipation. The day, sacred to the Lord, in which He
calls us into His rest, joy, and holiness. Let me begin
this “unwrapping” of the Lord’s Day with a disclosure.
This article is not about following the admonition to
honor Him and enter into the “rest”. That is clear
enough in the Scriptures above and throughout the
Bible. Also, there are excellent books and articles to
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read. This is, however, about faithfully
incorporating the Saturday evening Lord’s Day
service into our lives. It is a special
encouragement to two groups: couples with
children in the home, and well…all the rest of
us. It is a prompting to commit, or recommit,
to a regular practice of inaugurating the Lord’s
Day on Saturday evenings. Maybe we have
gotten lax about it over the years, or sporadic in
its implementation, or haven’t incorporated it
before in our community patterns of life. In
any event, it is my personal belief that giving it
our all (of course, by the Spirit, not the law) is
one of the best practices we can embrace for
three reasons: 1) faith formation in the family
2) relationship building within community and
3) evangelization of non-members in a “come
and see” experience of the richness of
community life.

Excellent reading on the Lord’s Day:
a.
Lord’s Day Celebration, City of the
Lord, Meyer, Gabriel, Keeping Holy the Lord’s
Day, City of the Lord, Tempe, AZ 2016.
b.
Heschel, Abraham Joshua, The
Sabbath: Its Meaning for Modern Man, Farrar,
Straus, and Giroux, NY 1995.
c.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church
(CCC), Liguori Publications, 1994 (See Numbers
2168-73, 2189, 2175-76, 2190.)
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Unwrapping the Gift of the Lord’s Day (Con’t)
Early Renewal Roots
Before discussing these three points, I will share
briefly about its history in covenant communities, what the
service consists of, and the importance of faithful
adherence. Around 1973, leaders from various
communities went to see how the Word of God, an early
and large community, was living its life. They were
intentionally entering the Lord’s Day with a Saturday
evening service, which was based on the Jewish Sabbath
service, but adapted for Christians. There have been long
versions and short versions used in my community, City of
the Lord, since the early 70s. One that has stood the test of
time, and of medium length, has
been posted on the NANCCC
website. (City of the Lord Lord’s
Day Service; nanccc.org:
Resources, NAN Resources)
A Typical Lord’s Day.
Here is an example of a
typical “Lord’s Day”. I will use the
term from here on in reference to
the service. Usually, appetizers are
served with wine and/or, say, Pellegrino in a time of
fellowship and then all proceed to the table for the service.
There are specific lines read by the Leader, the Reader, the
Woman of the House, and everyone participates in
responses. There are songs of celebration, Christian and
Jewish. There is a welcoming, a kindling of the lights, a
blessing of the children, a blessing of the meal. Bread and
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wine are passed around the table. There can be a
thanksgiving after the meal and an honoring of the
woman of the home. Often, honoring and toasts
continue throughout the meal. There can be activities
after the meal, but always with a focus of celebration and
fellowship.
Faithful Adherence
Faithful adherence to this custom contributes to
rich family and community cultures. Rob Dreher, in his
book, Live Not by Lies, (reviewed in this issue), states:
Memory, historical and
otherwise, is a weapon of
cultural self-defense …. We have
to … manifest cultural memory in
communal deeds…in celebration,
in solemn remembrance and
festal joy. (Dreher, Rob, Live Not
by Lies, Penguin Random House
LLC, New York City, 2020)
Cultural memory is created
through repetition. And repetition creates
the comfort of ritual. And especially in
raising children, it helps enable the family to enter “a
sacred space” together. It could be said that it reflects a
‘foretaste’ of the banquet of eternal life, a glimpse of the
marriage feast of the Lamb. The Lord’s Day service
helps us recall all the Lord has done for us. And with an
anticipation of our church gatherings the following day,
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Unwrapping the Gift of the Lord’s Day (Con’t)
Forming Faith in the Family
Not every Lord’s Day, especially in a
household with small children, can be a “high, holy
Lord’s Day” with all the bells and whistles. (High holy
Lord’s Day is an “endearing” term used in COTL that
refers to going “all out” with special food and extra
singing, more toasting, etc. The wine cup could be
filled to overflowing [on a plate, of course]. This is
done on special feast days, and usually in households of
consecrated brethren.) But every effort to make it
special will bear fruit down the road. Children’s
memories of a special meal, celebration songs, guests in
the home, gratitude, and honoring, etc., form
associations of joy and celebration in connection with
the faith. A child can have an “aha” moment on Sunday
in hearing the same Scriptural passage that was read the
night before. Everyone in the family can have
appropriate chores in preparation. All share in joyful
anticipation of guests. One of my sons recently
thanked me for all we did to raise them with the Lord’s
Day. All three sons have incorporated the Lord’s Day
with their own children.

the little village. When community members share this
regularly in their way of life, it is like entering “the
Shire” together, if you will. It can be the bedrock of a
flourishing community culture.
Evangelizing to Community Life
Having a Lord’s Day is one way of reaching out
to others, especially in a sense of “Come and See”. It
can be a wonderful introduction to the life of the
community. One of our sisters in Los Angeles has a gift
of evangelizing. Every so often, when we lived in the
LA branch, she would call me and say, “I’ve got these
people. I need you to invite them to Lord’s Day.” You
see, we had a much bigger table and an in-tune piano
for the singing! There is another sister who loves to
cook more than I do, and I enjoy cleaning and table
setting more than she does. We occasionally got
together in these efforts. The guests we invited could
see aspects of our life: celebration, honoring, praying
together, being of service to each other, etc. It seems
most people are blessed to have participated.

Building relationships among community
members
We all know how sharing meals can be a type
of bonding. It is good to have guests and it’s great to be
a guest! Also, knowing that many other members are
participating in this same experience is special. Just
picture the Sabbath scene from the film “Fiddler on the
Roof” --- all the little candles in all the little houses in
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Unwrapping the Gift of the Lord’s Day (Con’t)
The Yoke of Obedience
Sometimes, I must admit, I haven’t always seen
this particular yoke as easy. My husband Peter and I
decided early on that we would do our best to be
faithful to celebrating the Lord’s Day, especially while
raising our three sons. I wish I could tell you that every
Saturday I was filled with joy as I worked hard on a
special meal, made sure the house was in order, the kids
were prepared for guests, and that I had practiced the
music on the piano for the songs. But I can’t.
Sometimes, many times, after having worked hard all
week, I didn’t quite relish all the effort that went into
the preparations. But I never questioned our decision to
do it faithfully. Peter and the boys had all kinds of
chores as well and helped a lot, but of course, the
woman of the house typically bears the domestic
responsibilities. Yet always, always, when everything
was ready, a gift of peace would descend upon the
home and there was grace to enter the joy of the
celebration. These efforts bore fruit. These were
some of the richest times of the child-raising years.
Even as teens or young adults, the sons would do their
best to schedule being home for a Lord’s Day. They
have continued the tradition with their own families.

emphasize that a dedication to entering the Lord’s Day
with an oft repeated service and one’s best efforts (guided
by the Spirit in commitment and obedience, never by a
‘law’) will bear fruit. The grace of Sabbath rest, or, if
you will, the Lord’s Day rest, will be tangible.
And so, may we all delight together in
unwrapping the Gift of the Lord’s Day. I conclude with a
passage from the service itself:
May the Lord Jesus grant us a life of
holiness. Amen!
May the Lord Jesus grant us a life of
peace. Amen!
May the Lord Jesus grant us a life of
joy. Amen!
May the King of Eternal Glory lead us
this day to the banquet of eternal life.
Good Lord’s Day!

Did we always have ‘high holy Lord’s Days’ as
we refer to pulling out all the stops with a lot of guests
and a very special meal, etc.? No, certainly not. Life
with its obligations and commitments impose on the
best laid plans. There are times of saying the briefest of
prayers and putting a pizza in the oven. But I
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Unwrapping the Gift Through Outreach Ministry
By David Noe, Presentation Ministries
Community is certainly a gift; and it is a gift that must
be unwrapped and nurtured so that it will grow and thrive. We
know and experience the value of community. While
physically located in Cincinnati, Ohio, Presentation Ministries
has members spanning the United States and abroad. The
primary focus of PM is helping Christians grow in discipleship
by equipping them to imitate Christ in His character and
ministry.
The nucleus of this multi-faceted ministry consists of
covenanted Home-Based Communities (HBCs) of
approximately 12 to 15 people and individual Co-Workers, all
networking with and supporting the vision of Presentation
Ministries. “Through these groups, a wholesome family
environment grows, where each person is loved, respected and
cared for. This nurturing encourages members to step out and
form new ministries, or participate in current ministries, to
further the mission of PM,” explained Mark Mussman, Head
Director of Presentation Ministries.
One such
ministry that developed
out of a Home-Based
Community is the
Outreach Team. “We
have a team of
evangelists with gifts of
vision, leadership,
administration, teaching,
pastoring, and the longterm mentoring necessary
to build relationships with individuals and groups who reach
out to us for assistance,” commented Dave Noe, Outreach
Ministry Leader. The Communities and Co-Workers serve as a
resource pool for the team. Working as part of this team allows
many individuals to step out in faith and exercise their gifts
outside of their Home-Based Community.
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Our late founder, Fr. Albert Lauer, had a prolific
evangelistic outreach. outreach through various media
outlets, as well as giving Spirit-filled missions, retreats, and
preaching which touched many all over the world with the
message of Jesus’ saving power. These ministries are
carried forward
today, supported
by the
communities
and co-workers
that he began
forming in 1985.
“Without vision
the people
become
demoralized.”
(Prov 29:18) It is the coming together of all the ministries
within Presentation Ministries that makes the vision clear:
“The community of believers were of one heart and one
mind.” (Acts 4:32)
The Outreach Ministry is guided by a Pastoral
Evangelization Plan, which is a guide for leading people
from the initial encounter with Christ to the end objective
of Spirit led home-based communities within a parish or
geographical region.
Ultimately, all of PM’s ministries, including the
world-wide publishing and distribution of the daily
devotional booklet One Bread One Body, the Best of Daily
Bread Radio Program, which was recorded by Fr. Al and is
heard world-wide, retreats and events at the Discipleship
Center in Peebles, Ohio, and other ministries, are supported
through faithful Catholics who have been equipped by
belonging to Presentation Ministries. We are unwrapping
the gift of community through ministry! Visit us at
www.presentationministries.com
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Unwrapping the Gift During Camp Jesus
By David Peterman, Jr.,
Community of God’s Delight

Camp Jesus is an annual Summer Camp for
children from rising 1st graders through
6th graders. The Camp is an opportunity for
children to have fun and celebrate being Children
of God. They encounter Jesus in the volunteers
who staff camp and, in the songs, skits, and
activities that teach them about Jesus and His love
for them. The Camp is a day camp from Monday
through Friday, usually the first week of June, at
Mount St. Michael in Dallas Texas. Because of
Covid we were not able to hold the normal camp
this year but instead had a one-day version that we
called Camp Jesus Carnival Day. The event was
opened to whole
families this year.
Normally the baby
sitting is done by Jr.
High school youth.
High School age
youth serve as the
camp counselors,
organizing the events,
leading music and the
skits. This year we
were joined by High
School seniors from
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the Alleluia Community who helped setup, serve, and
clean up after the event. Everyone had a blessed and
fun time. After the event, the youth from God’s
Delight in Dallas and Alleluia had a meal together and
participated in praise
and worship and
sharings. Maybe in
future years more
youth from other
NAN Communities
could join in!
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Unwrapping the Gift Through Service
By Carlos Aquilar, Joy of the Holy Spirit
Our Lord, Jesus Christ was a man of few words, but
many deeds. All his acts were in the service of others.
Throughout his teachings, we learn that it is through service
to others that we build community. In Joy of the Holy Spirit,
working together is a pillar of our faith. Community
members are encouraged to join at least one parish ministry
so that they not only strengthen the bonds of covenant, but
also edify the Church. For example, at Masses we sponsor,
our joy in serving
together is a
delight to the
participants.
Additionally,
covenant members
can join different
formation groups
where there are
opportunities to use their talents to work to expand the
kingdom of God. We encourage members to use their gifts
through giving presentations, evangelizing, raising funds, or
teaching. We often help in forming new prayer groups or
encouraging ones where revival is needed. We have just
been invited to host and lead a revival retreat in Amarillo,
Texas in the Fall.

Honduras in 2020 right before the pandemic. We led a
revival in the Holy Spirit retreat that had over 500
leaders from 72 communities in the Danli Archdiocese.
We started with a healing Mass on Friday where God’s
presence was so strong that he reminded us, the
missionaries, of His glory and how serving Him gives us
life. We have also been invited to lead another revival
retreat for youth in Tala, Mexico in the area of Navajas,
as one of our members has been supporting efforts of
building community there.
Anthropologist Margaret Mead was once
attributed as saying that the earliest sign of a civilization
was found through a healed femur because that means
someone took the time to care, feed, and shelter this
person enough for them to fully heal. Hence, for Mead,
compassion was the first sign of civilization. Those of us
in Joy of the Holy Spirit could not agree more. In our
acts of service, inspired by compassion for our brothers
and sisters, we find Christ, we find a Church, and we
find each other, a community that is made up of
individual links with God as our cornerstone. When we
are together serving Christ, we experience the love and
joy of community.

Here in Joy of the Holy Spirit, we spread the gift of
service not just locally through our different sister
communities, but also internationally. Our mission trips have
included conducting Kerigma retreats in Alaska, Texas, and
Hawaii. We have consolidated a strong presence with a sister
community in Zacatecas, Mexico and will be traveling to a
new community in Guadalajara, Mexico during the winter of
this year. One of our largest missions to date was visiting
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Come and meet:

Glory to God Community, Topeka, Kansas
By Vickie Holthaus

There is an old saying, “When I think of Kansas, I
think of a family.” This is true for Glory to God Community.
The Community is physically located, providentially, at the
home of the outburst of the grace of a New Pentecost in the
United States and spread to the world – a grace that continues
to flow in abundance.
Glory to God began as a Charismatic Prayer Group in
1973. With time as relationships grew, the prayer group
became a community on April 3, 1978. Glory to God was a
founding member of IBOC
(International Brotherhood of
Communities in 1984, a Charter Member
of the Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic
Covenant Communities in 1990, and
now a founding member of NAN, North
American Network of Charismatic,
Covenant Communities.
Glory To God is modeled on the
family, with leadership by couples: an overall coordinating
couple, Allan and Vickie Holthaus, and four couples who lead
small “Family Groups” of varying sizes. Normally, we meet,
as a community, on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of a month at the
Most Pure Heart of Mary parish. Our smaller Family Groups
meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday. We have opened prayer
meetings, where all are welcome. The format is prayer and
praise, listening to the Spirit and sharing, a short teaching, and
fellowship.

parish. We have had our first post-Covid Mass with
prayers for healing in July. We normally sponsor this each
quarter. And we will be leading a Life in The Spirit
Seminar beginning in September. We have had several
“Stone’s Folly” events, including ecumenical meetings on
New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day to celebrate the
120th Anniversary of the falling of the Holy Spirit at that
site.
We have a sister
community in Kenya
where we support
seminary students. One of
our members, Fr. Maurice
Muringiri, works with
parishes and numerous
small communities in Kenya. Our goal is to build
community and raise up orthodox priests.
Glory to God Community serves the Catholic
Church by prayer,
evangelization, and
education in the Catholic
Faith. We desire to respond
to the call of Pope John Paul
ll, “to put out into the deep.”
When I think of
Glory to God Community, I
think of a family.

Members
are encouraged to
be active in their
parishes and to
support both the
community and the
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A Great Read that is Circulating in Communities:
Live not by Lies: A Manual for Christian Dissidents
By Rod Dreher, Sentinel, Penguin Random
Reviewed by Bill Kohler, COTL

Rod Dreher has written a book that is both a
warning and a witness. He has written a book that is
about revolution and resistance. And it is a book that I
will read over, and over, and over.
We are convinced of the truth of this book
because it is filled with testimonies of those men and
women who have been through what we are going
through and what are about to go through. We are living
in a pre-totalitarian, therapeutic culture that is
characterized both by hedonism and by a religion of
moralistic, therapeutic Deism. If you can call it a religion.

to keep our children in the faith, how to release
bitterness, and, of course, how to live not by lies.
“And they have conquered him by the blood
of the Lamb and the word of their testimony, for they
loved not their lives even unto death.” – Rev. 12:11.

Where does this go? Soft totalitarianism will
arise in the forms of social justice and surveillance
capitalism. Totalitarianism is based on a series of lies.
Its two most powerful, yet contradictory lies are: you
shall be as gods, and you are powerless. It aims,
ultimately, to destroy Christianity.
How shall we then live? We live in resistance.
Resistance involves faith, family, community solidarity
and memory. It will require being faithful witnesses,
following Jesus, living in truth. It will require a
willingness to suffer in love, even for our enemies, all the
way to the end. Rod Dreher’s book is a warning, but it
also concretely encourages us how to resist together, how
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