
Sisters and Brothers, the Lord is our refuge.                                09/04/2022 

Covenant Life 

• Our next in-person Gathering will be a week from today on September 11th at 

4pm continuing the pattern of meeting on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

• Safe Environment – It is that time of year again for our annual Safe 

Environment training. We will make this available before and after the next two 

Prayer Meetings, at 3:15pm in a classroom, and immediately following the 

Gathering in the gym. Everyone 18 years and older are encouraged to attend 

since we all serve at our events, and annual safe environment training is a 

requirement to serve in CCGD. 

• Recommitting to our covenant is our 2022 CCGD priority. The coordinators 

have shared about key elements this year. Please take time to listen to the 

sharings on the Covenant Life page. 

• If you were unable to attend our last prayer meeting, you can listen to the 

audio here, and read the Word Gift summary here or the transcript here. 

• Your ongoing financial support to the Community is sincerely appreciated. Please 

donate online here or mail your donations to P.O. Box 225008 Dallas, Tx 75222. 

Reading and praying through the readings today I recalled many Community 

teachings and testimonies prompted by the words in the first and second reading, 

Responsorial Psalm, and Alleluia verse. It truly is a blessing living in Covenant 

Community. 

Reflecting on the Gospel, setting aside the debates about the word hate, Jesus 

taught the growing crowds what is means to be His disciple: 

- Complete turning from our life, families, and everything the world 

offers…putting Him first in everything! Obviously, this is much easier to say 

than it is to live. We should begin each day by dedicating it to Him…turning 

to Him throughout the day and inviting the Holy Spirit to guide every 

decision. What do we need to change to really live ‘putting Him first in 

everything’? 

- Live our lives with the ‘end’ in mind. Just as the builder and king had to focus 

on whether they were going to be successful we must determine what is our 

objective? Are we going to be successful? What is success to us? What is 

our end? Are we focused on the cares and worries of the day or ‘life on high 

with Him’? If we say He is our priority and heaven is our objective, are we 
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living all day, every day with that objective? Do those around us see this in 

us and ask to come along side us? 

- The third point Jesus makes regarding being His disciple may be the hardest 

of all...renouncing all our possessions. Maybe we live in fear of having enough 

to be comfortable, maybe we simply want our children to have a better more 

comfortable life than we did, maybe we simply feel we deserve what we have 

accumulated because we earned it… No matter the circumstance, Jesus is 

asking us to break our attachment to things. No thing can compare with the 

love, joy, peace, security of life on high with Him. Discipleship entails 

releasing everyone and everything. To be His disciple, He must be our first 

and last, our everyone and everything! 

I would like to end with one final point. Our calling to build Covenant Community by 

necessity led us to pour massive attention on discipling one another. And it is my 

opinion that CCGD did a great job of that over our five decades together. Looking 

back however I ponder the question of whether we did enough discipling of 

others. Were we outwardly focused enough, working to disciple those that did not 

know Him as well? I ask the question not to be judgmental but rather to pose the 

challenge to each one of us to embrace the calling to not only spend quality time 

each week building covenant community but also to discipling those outside CCGD 

and leading them into a personal relationship with Jesus and into the renewal that 

is possible when someone welcome the gifts of the Holy Spirit into their lives.  

Let us pray. “Jesus, I want to be Your disciple. I redecide today to put You first 

in my life, ahead of myself, my family, ahead of any person. I redecide to put You 

first ahead of all possession, financial goals, fears about the future, and choose 

You above all. I rededicate myself to the objective of living with You in heaven and 

bringing as many as I can with me. Give me the gifts of Your Holy Spirit to live as 

Your disciple and to disciple those You bring into my life. I love You Jesus. Amen.” 

God Bless, 

David 


