
Sisters and Brothers, let us be thankful,     10/09/2022 

Covenant Life 

• Our next in-person Gathering is TODAY at 4pm continuing the pattern of 

meeting on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

• SPECIAL NOTICE: Starting in November (13th) the time of our prayer 

meetings will change to 3pm. We are making the change to allow those who have 

difficulty driving at night the ability to return home before dark. 

• If you missed Safe Environment training, please click our Safe Environment 

page and then Annual Recertification for information and the links for the 

video and questionnaire. 

• Recommitting to our covenant is our 2022 CCGD priority. The coordinators 

have shared about key elements this year. Please take time to listen to the 

sharings on the Covenant Life page. 

• If you were unable to attend our last prayer meeting, you can listen to the 

audio here, and read the Word Gift summary here or the transcript here. 

• Your ongoing financial support to the Community is sincerely appreciated. Please 

donate online here or mail your donations to P.O. Box 225008 Dallas, Tx 75222. 

Being grateful and appreciative is natural and likely the result of normal parental 

training. Often, as we age, our perspectives change and we start appropriating, 

accumulating, and feeling entitled. If we give in, it changes us. Soon we lose sight 

of who we are and who we were created to be. 

In the Gospel today we read Jesus’ response to a Samaritan, who after a 

miraculous hearing, was “glorifying God in a loud voice” and “fell at the feet of 

Jesus and thanked him.” Jesus’ words were pointed “Ten were cleansed, were they 

not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to give 

thanks to God?” There is no getting around this question. It is simple, direct, and 

has a very clear meaning.  

It gave me pause to reflect on this question. Am I one of the nine? What do I 

take for granted? Unfortunately, I concluded, it was a long list. I started 

reflecting on the planet that I live on and my complete inability to explain why 

this big rock continues to spin and revolve around the sun. What really causes 
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clouds to form and for it to rain? How is it that the human body is so perfect and 

can heal itself? How did it happen that I was born into such a loving caring family 

in such a great and free country blessed by life in a covenant community? The 

reasons to be grateful became too numerous to comprehend… 

I also considered the areas of my life that have not gone well. Even when, at the 

time, I could not see the goodness in the circumstance, maturity and time have 

often revealed, in arrears, God’s providence and how, even in tough times and 

difficult circumstances, these events were a life changing blessing. 

Here is where the maturity of the Alleluia acclamation comes in that proclaims “In 

all circumstances, give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” 

Do we have the courage to give thanks in all circumstances? I have shared before 

my surprise upon hearing Community members respond to bad news with the 

phrase “Praise the Lord”. It is truly a witness to experience someone, so convinced 

of God’s providence, that they can greet horrible news with a joyful proclamation 

of “Praise the Lord!” 

Let us resolve to begin each day differently and focus on all that we have to be 

thankful for. We can literally fill our day giving thanks. Doing so completely 

changes our perspective, our day, and even our life. What a blessing! 

“Heavenly Father, there are literally so many things to give You thanks for that I 

can spend my entire day thanking You. Today I resolve to give You thanks for all 

the million ways You say ‘I love you’. I recognize Your gifts of love, I receive Your 

gifts of love, and I allow Your love to transform me. Today I proclaim my love for 

You, and allow my grateful heart to be used by You to accomplish the purpose You 

have for me today…today and every day! I love You! Amen.” 

God Bless, 

David 
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