
Sisters and Brothers, our help is from the Lord!    10/16/2022 

Covenant Life 

• Our next in-person Gathering is a week from today, on October 23rd at 4pm, 

continuing the pattern of meeting on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

• SPECIAL NOTICE: Starting in November (13th) the time of our prayer 

meetings will change to 3pm. We are making the change to allow those who have 

difficulty driving at night the ability to return home before dark. 

• We will restart our annual All Saint’s Party this year on Monday evening, 

October 31st from 6:30-8:30pm. More details soon. 

• We are starting our 2023 Promise drive. Promises can be sent to us or emailed 

to Sue Wagner at s.wagner@msmcatholic.org. More details soon. 

• Recommitting to our covenant is our 2022 CCGD priority. The coordinators 

have shared about key elements this year. Please take time to listen to the 

sharings on the Covenant Life page. 

• If you were unable to attend our last prayer meeting, you can listen to the 

audio here, and read the Word Gift summary here or the transcript here. 

• Your ongoing financial support to the Community is sincerely appreciated. Please 

donate online here or mail your donations to P.O. Box 225008 Dallas, Tx 75222. 

The readings today are some of my favorites. They are practical and 

straightforward. They focus on the essential elements of our relationship with our 

Lord. No relationship is possible without time and communication. No growth is 

possible without priority and faithfulness. Prayer and study of His Word are 

absolutes. 

In the Gospel today Jesus stresses the absolute importance to “pray always 

without becoming weary”. The parable was quite clear. Persist and we will be 

heard. Being a task-oriented person there is a temptation first thing in the day to 

focus on what needs to be done. I recently heard a story of a someone who began 

their day joyfully talking to God as a young child would greet their Father with 

youthful enthusiasm. This has helped me to see the importance of praying always 

and really prioritizing quality time with our Lord. He so wants us to bring Him into 

every moment of every day, all we need to do is pause and invite Him in. 
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In the Second Reading Paul extols the virtues of reading and studying God’s 

Word: “the sacred Scriptures, which are capable of giving you wisdom for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is 

useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness”. One of the treasures of growing up in Community was the ability 

to see how seriously scripture study was taken. Not just serious bible studies but 

just the ongoing encouragement to daily read His Word and be Doers of His Word! 

It is impossible to capture the transformation that I have experienced from daily 

reading and hearing His word. Podcasts have added yet another novel way to hear 

His Word proclaimed every day. Similar to the comment above, we all know that 

we cannot progress in our relationship with our Lord without quality time spent 

with Him in His Word each day. 

One of my favorite lines is later in this scripture when Paul charges Timothy to 

“proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; 

convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching.” Convenient or 

inconvenient…we don’t have to be Christian long before we realize the important 

of this exhortation. Life is hard and every day can seem like an uphill journey, but 

the charge here is clear…we are to persist in proclaiming the Word. 

Nothing in these reading or this letter is new to anyone in Community…the 

challenge of course is to remain faithful to what we know. Our culture is changing 

faster than ever. The demands of our family life are ever increasing. As we age 

the burdens of life, concerns for our extended family, our health, the economy, 

the crises of the world all weigh on us. But the First Reading reminds us of our 

secret weapon. We know how the story ends and if God is for us nothing can 

prevail against us, AND the true secret of flourishing is the support of our 

covenant sisters and brothers. Our “hands” will grow tired, life is hard, but we 

have one another to “support our hands, one on one side and one on the other, so 

that our hands remained steady”. I experienced this last night as a group joined 

together to host a shower. As I ponder this, I experience this support every day. 

Let us recommit to supporting each other’s “hands” every day. 
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“Lord, I truly love You and desire to deepen my relationship with You today and 

every day. Give me the grace to greet each day with the joy of life in Your loving 

arms. I recommit to spending quality time with You, in Your Word and in prayer. 

Continue to draw me near and send me Your Holy Spirit to empower my yes to You. 

Thank you for the blessing of my covenant sisters and brothers, show me how to 

love them today and every day as we journey to You and bring as many with us as 

possible. Amen.” 

God Bless, 

David 


