
Sisters and Brothers, let us prepare the way for the Lord!                 12/04/2022 

Covenant Life 

• Our next in-person Gathering is next Sunday at 3pm continuing the pattern of 

meeting on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. We will not have a Gathering on Christmas. 

• Next Sunday, after our Gathering, we will have a Christmas social to allow time 

for us to catch up with each other before the Christmas break. You are 

welcome to bring a light snack or dessert to share. 

• Sue Wagner is updating the foyer bulletin board to honor our deceased loved 

ones. To participate, please bring a 5x7 or smaller picture today or email her 

one. 

• If you have not already completed your 2023 Promise, please click here. 

• During 2022 we are recommitting to our covenant, details and sharings are on 

the Covenant Life page. 

• If you were unable to attend our last prayer meeting, you can listen to the 

audio here, and read the Word Gift summary here or the transcript here. 

• Your ongoing financial support to the Community is sincerely appreciated. Please 

donate online here or mail your donations to P.O. Box 225008 Dallas, Tx 75222. 

Advent is a time to prepare for…? Christmas? The house needs to be decorated, 

need to make a list of gifts, need to brainstorm what each person would value, 

need to start buying and wrapping all these gifts, need to plan meals, need to…. 

It is hard when a major holiday is approaching to not go into “to do” mode. Yes 

there are 100 things that likely need to happen between now and Christmas. That 

is part of the inevitability of life. I think the readings today are trying to get us 

to focus on something that should not only be on the list but maybe at the 

top…preparing our hearts for the coming of our personal Lord and Savior. 

It has been a blessing to study the Bible timeline with Jeff Cavins in our Bible 

study. It has been a blessing to listen to the daily The Bible in a Year podcast 

from Fr. Mike Schmitz. Both have reminded me how much the salvation story is 

fulfilled in Jesus’ coming. The first reading and responsorial psalm explain Our 

Loving Father, for thousands of years, has been cultivating a people to recognize 

and welcome our Lord. We know that very few did but hearing the stories again 

and again should shake us up a bit to not miss Him in our day. 

https://forms.gle/UfKiHSLkt6Kw2nde9
https://godsdelight.org/covenant-life-1
https://godsdelight.org/gatherings-audio
https://godsdelight.org/gathering-summaries
https://godsdelight.org/gathering-transcipts
http://www.godsdelight.org/


Life in the Spirit, as we live in Community, is embracing the Trinity each day. 

Recognizing the unconditional love of the Father, surrendering to the 

overwhelming love of our Savior Jesus Christ, and following His example through 

the power of His Spirit. This is what we are called to every day.  

One of the most powerful ways that we can live this is to fully live our covenant. 

In the second reading the exhortation from Paul in his letter to the Romans 

states “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in 

harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you 

may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This is 

one of the most enduring blessings of our covenant. The witness of our harmony, 

living in one accord with each other. I unconditionally love and accept you as a 

covenant sister or brother and you do the same for me. This may be our greatest 

witness to the world…”see how they love one another”. 

The Gospel provides a second important point as we take seriously the exhortation 

to prepare our hearts for our Savior and that is what we must do…prepare! We 

know not the day or the hour, but we must be ready. Advent is a Church 

facilitated reminder of our need to always be ready. John the Baptist was rather 

blunt "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!". I offer these words to 

myself and to each of you. Let’s take these words to heart and put this at the top 

of our “to do” list and really spend time with our Lord asking Him what do we need 

to repent of, what needs to be cleaned out, what do we need to do differently, to 

be able to fully receive our Lord at Christmas and make 2023 a blessed year. 

“Heavenly Father, show me any area of my life that I have not fully surrendered 

to Your love and mercy. I release all attachments. I release all bad habits. I 

repent of any sin in my life. I pledge from this day forward to only live for You, to 

love You unconditionally and to live my covenant with my sisters and brothers and 

to make my love for them the shining example of Your light and love that will 

cause all my friends and loved ones to ask…what is different? This will be my 

chance to share my great love and witness and bring them to You. Amen.” 

God Bless, 

David 


